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SUB J : CYPRIOT BROADCASTING BANS ANTI-AMERICAN "SONG OF THE FREE” 
REF: NICOSIA 2435 (DTG 201356Z AUG 76) 

1 . PRO-CLERIDES DATLF.S SIMERINI AND AGON CARRIED NEWS STORIES 
AUGUST 21 THAT CYPRIOT HIT RECORD "SONG OF THE FREE" HAD BEEN 
BANNED FROM BROADCAST BY GOC-CONTROLLED RADIO-TV STATION CBC. 
LYRICOS OF SONG WERE WRITTEN BY DOROS LOIZOU, POET AND EDEK- 
ASSOCIATE, SHORTLY BEFORE HE WAS KILLED BY UNKNOWN GUNMEN 
DURING 1974 ATTEMPT ON EDEK-LEADER LYSSARIDES' LIFE. LOIZOU 
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HAS BECOME HERO AND MARTYR OF THE LEFT AND HIS SONG WAS 
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REPEATEDLY BEEN SUNG AT ANTI-AMERICAN DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
RIOTS. ON OF TSONG'S LINES SAYS, "I SHALL BURN THE EMBASSY 
OF DEATH;" THIS IS GENERALLY INTERPRETED HERE TO BE 
REFERENCE TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY. 

2. AUGUST 22 PHILELEFTHEROS. WHICH REFLECTS GOC ATTITUDES, 
CARRIED NEWS STORY WHICH CLAIMED SONG WAS BANNED AFTER 
PERSISTENT DEMARCHES TO VARIOUS PERSONS BY AMERICANS, 
INCLUDING AMBASSADOR CRAWFORD. PAPER CLAIMED AMERICAN 
"BLACKMAIL" MARKEDLY INCREASED FOLLOWING DEMONSTRATIONS 
AGAINST EMBASSY EARLIER THIS YEAR AND CBC FINALLY GAVE IN 
TO PRESSURE WHEN AT LAST WEEK’S TRIAL OF DEMONSTRATORS 
ONE OF THE ACCUSED DESCRIBED AMERICAN EMBASSY AS "EMBASSY 
OF DEATH." (REFTEL) PRO-LYSSARIDES TA NEA CHARGED U.S. 

AMBASSADOR HAD PRESSURED MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AS WELL AS 
CBC, AND SAID THIS "CONSTITUTES UNPRECEDENTED SCANDAL OF 
INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF CYPRUS AND CREATES 
QUESTION OF MORAL ORDER." PRO-LYSSARIDES WEEKLY 
ANEXARTITOS AUGUST 23 IN EDITORIAL CALLED BANNING 
"INADMISSIBLE ACTION" AND CALLED AMBASSADOR "INTOLERABLY 
AUDACIOUS." 

3. ON AUGUST 23 CBC ASSISTANT DIRECTOR JADJIJOSEPH MADE 
UNEXPECTEDCOURTESY CALL ON CHARGE'. IN RESPONSE TO 
QUESTION FROM CHARGE’, HE EXPLAINED THAT CBC DIRECTOR 
CHRISPTOPHEDES, WHO HAD MADE DECISION ON SONG, HAD LEFT CYRPUS 
ON HOLIDAY AUGUST 21. INTER ALIA HADJIJOSPEH STATED THAT 
ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR CRAWFORD HAD MENTIONED SONG TO CHRISOT- 
PHIDES AND MINISTER OF INTERIOR VENIAMIN, DECISION TO BAN 

SONG WAS TAKEN SOLELY AS RESULT OF LAST WEEK'S TRIAL WHICH 
CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VIOLENCE AND 
"SONG OF THE FREE." HE REGRETTED CURRENT SPATE OF PUBLICITY 
AND PREDICTED IT WOULD DIE DOWN SHORTLY. ACCORDING TO 
HADJIJOSPEH CBC WILL NOT COMMENT FURTHER ON SUBJECT. 

4. WE SUSPECT THAT MINISTRY OF INTERIOR ASKED CHRISTO- 
PHIDES TO STOP PLAYING SONG ON CBC., AND BECAUSE CHRISTOPHIDES 
COULD NOT SAY THIS HE FELL BACK ON AMBASSADOR AND "AMERICANS" 
AS SOURCE OF PRESSURE. WE HAVE HEARD THAT HE MADE SEVERAL 
ANXIOUS CALLS TO NEWSPAPERS AUGUST 20 TO ASK THEM NOT TO 
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PRINT STORY BUT, AS ALWAYS IN CYPRUS, THE WORD AS OUT. 

WE PREDICT THAT LYSSARIDES, FRO WHOM "SONG OF THE FREE" IS 
ALMOST CAMPAIGN THEME SONG, WILL NO LET THIS JUICY ISSUE 
DIE. WE WILL HAVE TO LIVE WITH THIS BUT WE INTEND TO MAKE 
NO COMMENT POINTING OUT SONG'S BANNING IS INTERNAL CYPRIOT 
MATTER. 

PIT JURY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MUSIC, PROPAGANDA, ANTIAMERICAN FEELING, TELEVISION BROADCASTING, RADIO BROADCASTING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NICOSI02454 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760321-0765 
From: NICOSIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760829/aaaaaysb.tel 

Line Count: 114 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 NICOSIA 2435 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 MAR 2004 by morefirh>; APPROVED <05 AUG 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CYPRIOT BROADCASTING BANS ANTI-AMERICAN "SONG OF THE FREE" 

TAGS: PINT, CY, (LOIZOU, DOROS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



